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Kayaking

On Saturday 17th Sep-
tember I went kayaking,
along with several other
cadets; including Cpl
Berry, Cpl Phillips, Cdt
Burke, Cdt Duncan and
Cdt Abbott. Our day
started at the squadron at
12 noon where we all
met prior to taking the
mini bus into Kent.

When we arrived we got
changed into wet suits
and set off onto the wa-

Why the ATC?

I joined the Air Cadets
because I wanted the
chance to pursue and ex-
cel in something that I
have always been pas-
sionate about, which is
military aviation and de-
fence. I wanted to boost
my confidence, improve
my attitude towards work
and improve myself as a
person. When I heard
about the Air Cadets and
the opportunities that

Maggi eds4 updaye® available, [ knew

that this was my chance

ter. It turned out to be
much harder than it
looked, but most of us
managed to get the hang
of it. Even Sgt West-
brook and CI Lumsden
participated! It was a
fun, pleasant and enjoy-
able day for all. Even
getting in the freezing
cold water did not
dampen our spirits.

Cdt Sembi

to fly; both metaphori-
cally and literally! So far
being here at the Sqn has
been enjoyable and excit-
ing. The atmosphere
here at the Sqn is bril-
liant and the people are
wonderful! I love being
in class studying aviation
history and the develop-
ment of aircraft. When I
am at the Sqn [ know I
am surrounded by hard-
working, supportive and
ambitious youths and
that motivates me to
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work hard and push my-
self even further. I can
honestly say that [ am
happiest and most at
home when [ am at the
Sqn, although Drill is
harder than I expected it
to be! Ilook forward to
my adventures yet to
come. Joining 578 Sqn
has been the most intelli-
gent thing [ have ever
done.

Cdt Hing
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Flying...or not!

On Sunday 9th Octo-
ber, Sgt Westbrook and
CI Westbrook took Cdt
Abbott and Cdt Rhule
to RAF Benson; along
with 4 cadets from
2427 Biggin Hill Sqn
and 2 cadets from 228
Bromley Sqn.

We met at Biggin Hill
Sqn at 09:45 ready for a
10:00 leave.

We arrived promptly at
12 Noon ready to start
our training. We were
greeted by another
Squadron from Milton
Keynes who had their
flights delayed due to

the low cloud, however
within minutes of us
arriving they were told
they could now fly.

Our cadets then
watched the safety
video and went through
the hands-on training of
an emergency exit.
When all of this was
completed the cadets
were able to get into
their flying suits.

As the cadets were
walking over to get
ready the wind started
to feel rather blustery,
however the cadets still

got ready for their
flight. The first cadet
was then ready to go up
with her pilot. Just as
Sgt Westbrook wrote
all her details down for
her 3822 it was an-
nounced the wind
strength was too high
and was averaging out
at 27 kts, resulting in
the flights having to be
cancelled!

The cadets were obvi-
ously hugely disap-
pointed, however at
least they now have all
the training required for
next time.

S

The view just as we
were informed of the
bad news.

Remembrance Sunday Parade

On Sunday 13th November
all of the cadets and staff

the wreathes were then
laid. This followed with a

attended the Remembrance couple of hymns and then
Day parade in West Wick- the last post and reveille
ham. The day stated at the played by myself.
Squadron at 0900 hrs; we

took our uniform and had it

inspected by the Flight Ser- Cpl Berry

geant to make sure it was
up to standard. After this
we put on our uniform, got
on the minibus and assem-
bl ed in the
park. At 1030 we marched
off from the car park to-
wards the war memorial.
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After a long march we ar-
rived at the war memorial,



Bag Packing!

On 19th November,
we went to Waitrose,
Beckenham, to raise
money for our squadron
trip to the Burn Reun-
ion next May. It was a
good experience in un-
derstanding how people
work to raise money for
their living, as well as
charities. We started at
approximately 1030 hrs
to start our day as bag
packers.

Personally, I got off to
a bad start, as no one
wanted help packing
their bags and were not
interested in our money
raising. Then I had an
idea; why not speak

RAF Marham

Monday 24™ October
2011 our squadron
went to RAF Marham,
it was my first trip with
the Sqn and it was bril-
liant. When we arrived
they showed us a Tor-
nado jet, they told us
where the engine was,
well two of them and
we also got to sit in it.
Then we went to see

578 Squadron (Langley Park) ATC

politely, by saying
things
be my pleasure to assist
you today in packing
your bagso
complimenting them on
their shopping or to
make their children
laugh; it worked a
treat! I got on really
well with the customers
and raised a good sum
of money. Everything
went well until I got
asked some rather diffi-
cult questions, such as
6i f we had
what else would we do
with i1t if
to the
and my personal crazy
guestion

the RAF Police dogs
where they told us
about how they trained
them, unfortunately we
were unable to see a
demonstration due to
lack of staff. We got to
see some fire trucks and
how to control them,
every one got ex-
tremely wet, including

w a

would happen in 20

S U c hyears if the money was-

nét spent ?
We carried on until
around 1300 hrs, and
then the customer num-
ber dramatically de-
creased. There was not
much to do after 1330,
so we went back to Sgt
Westbrook, to hand the
money over we had
raised. Although we
felt tired I feel it was a
worth while experience
and would not mind
doing it again.

B u r nCdt Geragersian

brook!

It was a great day out,
we even got to eat in
the mess!

CDT Muslu
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6 We would like to show our
thanks and appreciation to

Mr Westbrook, from our
Civ Comm and Sgt
Westbrook for giving up

their Saturday mornings to

WE MANAGED TO RAISE

help us raise money!

A STAGGERING £325,
WELL DONE 578!

CI and Sergeant West-

Both Sqns by the
guard of the gate!

Page3



. www.578sgn.com

History of 578 Squadron RAF

Officer Commanding 578 (Langley
Park) Sgn ATC
c/o Headquarters Kent Wing ATC
Yeomanry Cottages
Boxley Road
Maidstone
Kent
ME14 2AP

Phone: 020 8650 2925
(between 1930 and 2115 on Monday
or Wednesday)

index.html

Www.578sqn.co

Fund Raising

On the success of our previous bag packings our
Civilian Committee has arranged the following
events, please try to come as it provides a large
income for the sqn.

Courtesy of 578 Squadron: http://www.578squadron.org.uk/memoriam/

Some 578 Squadron aircrew 1944
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Maggie's Night Hike

When the cadets and staff bravely said they were
willing to march around London through-out the
night Sgt Westbrookos
seemed a tough challenge. However, we are ex-
tremely proud to announce that 578 Sqn ATC were
able to raise £975! WELL DONE CADETS and
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Cross Country

On the 27th of November, I and 3 other
cadets travelled with members of 2427
SQN to the edge of Kent to compete
against other squadrons from the Kent
Wing. We arrived at our destination and
were briefed. My category was up first; the
under 15 boys. We got changed and took
to the starting line. Every one was at the
side line cheering us all on. The whistle
blew, and we were off. About 45 minutes
later, we had finished. We then waited for
the rest, and got our lunch. After everyone
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had changed back into combats,
there was a final parade, where
medals and trophies were given to
those who had come in the top
eight, to go and compete for the
Kent Wing. We then hopped back
into the mini bus, and drove back
home with the cadets from 2427
SQN. Although it was tiring, it was
a very enjoyable day.

CDT Pitrik



